
 

 

 

RR Course Titles & Descriptions for 2019-20 Program of Studies 

 

RR Art: Contemporary & Collaborative 

The Arts in Rivers and Revolutions focus on skills characteristic of contemporary art, which value process over product 

and expand creative thinking through immersive experiences. Students practice being flexible, adaptive and resourceful 

problem solvers. They apply divergent and convergent thinking strategies and build confidence in their ability to create 

original and innovative artistic solutions, both as individuals and as a group. How might the arts depict and explain the 

past and present world in which we live? How might the arts help us envision and imagine the future?  

 

RR English: Place & Personhood 

English in Rivers and Revolutions focuses on skills associated with close reading, journaling, narrative construction, 

creative and analytical writing, and public speaking. Students explore and create course content such as short stories, 

poetry, essays, and philosophical writing. Skill development and content selection follow the thematic arc of the semester, 

leading to expansive questions. How and why are metaphors so powerful in self-reflection and storytelling? How might 

walking and being in nature deepen our literacy and communication skills?  

 

RR Math: Strategic Thinking 

Math in Rivers and Revolutions focuses on observing and understanding mathematical patterns that exist in our lives 

and the natural world. Students develop greater numeracy by engaging in strategic analysis, problem solving, and the 

iterative process of engineering design challenges. How can we understand our world through mathematics? How is life 

here on earth impacted by the sun’s daily and annual path through the sky? How might personal finances and economics 

relate to larger patterns of migration and demographics?  

 

RR Science: Earth Systems & Environmentalism 

Science in Rivers and Revolutions focuses on skills associated with “systems thinking”. Students study and explore our 

watershed and the glaciation that created it, while observing the life that has taken root in Concord and the soil that 

supports it.  Students investigate how past choices with regard to resources and energy are impacting life today, while 

problem solving for a better local and global environment, and engaging in environmental action through personal 

choices and civic engagement. How do we develop a sensitivity to the circular nature of the world we live in? What are the 

structures that create the conditions we face? What are the less obvious consequences of our actions?  

 
RR Social Studies: Human Condition 

Social Studies in Rivers and Revolutions focuses on skills associated with “real world” civic engagement including 

research, critical evaluation of sources, analytical reading, questioning of underlying assumptions, synthesizing material 

across sources, developing empathy for the “other,” written persuasion, and oral advocacy. What skills and capacities 

does one person need to learn and practice in order to responsibly influence or persuade another? How do we learn to 

individually and socially engage with the issues of our time? 

 

RIVERS AND REVOLUTIONS  

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RIVERS AND REVOLUTIONS 

COURSE 766A SEMESTER 1 – 12.50 CREDITS FOR SEMESTER 

COURSE 766B SEMESTER 2 

For students in grades 11 & 12 only 

Prerequisite: None 

Note: This course does not fulfill Health and Fitness course requirements. 

http://www.concordcarlisle.net/rivers-revolutions/


 
Rivers and Revolutions runs every block of the day except for A block, during which time students are free, where 

possible, to continue their world language study, Health and Fitness course work or take any other course offered in the 

mainstream curriculum. Students will be given a lunch break in the middle of the day and will conclude their studies at the 

end of the normal school day. The program does not interfere with athletics or co-curricular activities. 

 

COURSE #760RR-E (English) COURSE #763RR-A (Art) 

COURSE #761RR-SS 

COURSE #762RR-M 

(Social Studies) 

(Math) 

COURSE #764RR-S (Science) 

Description: This interdisciplinary, experiential program will offer a coherent, rigorous and hands-on academic 

experience. Through the lenses of English, Social Studies, Science, Mathematics, and the Arts, students and teachers will 

investigate the following units of study: Rivers, Revolutions, Air, Fire and Love. The curriculum will provide students with 

the opportunity to consider the relationship among different ways of understanding and engaging the world, create 

connections between seemingly disparate things, and explore links between the content and their own lives. The program 

is designed to work for all types of learners. 

  

Time in the classroom will be matched with time in the field as the cohort aims to make vital connections between the 

content and the communities of Concord, Carlisle, and Boston. Examples of fields sites include: Estabrook Woods, The 

Concord Museum, deCordova Sculpture Park, Minuteman National Historical Park, and The Institute of Contemporary 

Art. Fieldwork provides students with an opportunity to build knowledge, practice skills, and learn from direct experience. 

 

The Learning Objectives of the Program are as follows: 

Rivers and Revolutions aims to create a learning community in which students consider the holistic nature of knowledge 

as they synthesize their learning across disciplines to explore a common set of ideas. In doing so, they grow more adept at 

discovering connections and learn how to ask better questions. Students develop their capacity to work with others 

towards a shared goal as they find their own voice and become more capable at receiving feedback and offering feedback 

to both students and faculty. Students strengthen their ability to think creatively and begin to get a clearer sense of who 

they are as a learners, so that they leave the program empowered to tackle the challenges – both academic and 

nonacademic – that inevitably lie ahead. Finally, we hope that students leave with not only the tools, but also the will, to 

leverage their learning in the program in the service of other individuals and organizations; that in essence, they might 

leave the program better prepared to shape the world in which we live. 

 

Rivers and Revolutions is offered to fifty juniors and seniors in both the fall and spring semesters. Enrolled students will 

receive 2.5 credits in English, Social Studies, Science, Mathematics, and Art, for a total of 12.5 credits. Students will be 

informed of their placement in the program by mid-May. Students should talk to their guidance counselors about how 

participation in this program will impact their course of study as they are preparing to enter the program and when they 

return to the mainstream curriculum. 

 

Evaluation: 

Assessment of students will be based on a range of activities including writing Synthesis Statements, creating Artifacts, 

completing a Stewardship Project, teaching in teams at the middle and end points of the semester, and contributing to the 

Learning Community. At the conclusion of each quarter the Rivers faculty will collectively calculate one letter grade for 

each student. This grade will be applied to all five disciplines that comprise the program: English, Social Studies, Science, 

Mathematics, and Art. It is critical to understand that the grading in Rivers and Revolutions follows a developmental 

model; that is, particular weight will be given to improvements in performance over the course of the semester. 

 


